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WCC - MARCONI'S WELLFLEET STATION

n the early part of this century, Marconi’s station in Wellfleet

broadcast messages to ships at sea. The historic station’s call
letters were WCC. One of the station’s managers through the
years was Irving Vermilya, W1ZE, of Mattapoisett, a name famil-
iar to old timers in the local area.

WCC transmitted 30 kilowatts of RF in the 1500 meter band
(200 kilohertz). The antenna was a 50 wire fan shaped affair
supported by four 210 foot towers. Antenna current was 50
amperes! The station required a tremendous counterpoise because
of the poor, sandy soil conditions on Cape Cod.

The actual transmitter was a rotary spark gap affair. There
was no commercial power within 25 miles of the site in those days,
therefore all power required was generated on-site with a kerosene
powered generator. When the station was on the air, the spark
could be seen and heard up to a mile away! The transmitter was
keyed by tape at about 16 words per minute. It is interesting to
note that the keying was done on the high voltage secondary of the
50 kilowatt power transformer powering the transmitter. An air
blast was used to extinguish the arc in the dual keying contacts.

The station went on the air at
10 pm each night. As the messages
were transmitted to the ships, ships
would confirm receipt of the mes-
sages on 600 meters (500 kilohertz).
Such confirmation was relayed from
ship to ship until it was received
back at WCC. WCC would then
remove that ships messages from the
next transmission. The messages
were transmitted three times per
night, and operation usually ceased
by I am.

WCC is long gone, having ceased operation before World
War 1I. Unfortunately, over the years Mother Nature destroyed
the actual site of the station through beach erosion.

(It should be noted that there also was a short wave station
located in Marion, Massachusetts. It, however, used Alexander-
son rotary transmitters instead of spark. But that’s a story for an
upcoming issue. Stay tuned!)
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MEETING HIGHLITES

he September business

meeting was called to or-
der at 7:02 pm by President
Rick Cabral, NIRFH. Twenty-
three members were present.
Following the salute to the flag
and roll call, the Secretary’s and
Treasurer’s reports were read
and accepted.

Committee reports fol-
lowed: Technical - Power am-
plifier installed on 2 meter re-
peater (80 watts). Buildings
and Grounds - Need volunteers
to cut grass. Scholarship - Pa-
pers being sent out to solicit
applications for the scholar-
ships. Code Class - Planning
meetings being held. Tower -
Committee working with Alan
Costello of NETCOM in an ef-
fort to get a tower on our site.

Communications - Larry,
AAITFS, noted that the Septem-
ber 5th VE session has been
cancelled.

Ratifications - None

Old Business - Brad
Anselmo, N1VUF talked about
the upcoming radio classes and
handed out brochures to all pre-
sent. The brochures can be
given to anyone interested in
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ADVERTISING

Commercial ads the size of a business card will be
accepted. Rates are $5.00 for one insertion, $20.00
for six insertions, and $35.00 for twelve insertions.

Non-commercial ads up to forty words in length
will be accepted. Rate is $3.00 for one or $12.00
for six msertions. Club members have one free
non-commercial ad per month.

WORKING THE LIGHTHOUSES

n August 22 and 23 a Light-

house Activity Weekend was
held as previously announced in our
August issue. Club member Andy
Reuter, WA1FNM, worked several
lighthouses taking part in the event.

Among the sta- T
tions he worked were:
W2GSA at the Twin
Lights lighthouse,
W2GSB at the Fire o
Island lighthouse, ’
K2JXW/MM at the
Cheaspeake Bay light-
house, and K2AA on
the lightship LV-79 in
New Jersey.

The Lighthouse Activity Week-
end is a “fun” event designed to
promote awareness of lighthouses,
lightships and amateur radio.

_SEMARA’s ZERO BEAT
MEETING- continued from page one

attending the classes, and they
contain a form to send in for
further information.

Preparations
for the Fleamarket
were discussed at
length. Everything
appears to be in
order. The hat
was passed for do-
nations to pur-
chase food for the
event and $168.00 was collected!
It appears we will all eat well at
the Fleamarket. ..

New Business - The follow-
ing motion was made and ap-
proved by the membership: Mo-
tion to hold a 50/50 raffle follow-
ing the meeting, with proceeds
going into the fleamarket food
fund.

Following the meeting, a
50/50 raffle to benefit the Flea-
market food fund was held. Bob
Metivier, N1XZJ, was the win-
ner. Since Bob donated his win
to the food fund, the total of
$36.00 collected went into the
food fund. Thanks Bob for the
generous donation.

Finally, a mys-
tery box of radio
goodies donated by
Samuel Wagstaff,
NIPGN, was raf-
fled off, and Bob
Metivier, N1XZJ,
was the successful
bidder at $12.00.
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NEXT SEMARA
VE SESSION

November 7, 1998
10:30 am
SEMARA Clubhouse

LOCAL VE SESSIONS
IN OCTOBER

08 Providence, RI
Judy Nelson
401-231-9156

10 Falmouth, MA
Joanne Reid

508-548-11211

Brookline, MA
Bob Wondolowski
508-865-5822

Marlborough, MA
William Wade
781-891-9079

Cambridge, MA
Nick Alterndburnd
617-253-3776

WHAT’S THE OUTPUT?

You never
really learn
to swear until
you learn to

s

NOQUOCHOKE ORCHARDS
594 Drift Road, Westport, MA 02790

(508) 636-2237

Apples - Pears - Peaches
Sweet Apple Cider - Squash
Westport Macomber Turnips
Hay & Custom Work
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ctober already! Where

did the summer go?
Two holidays this month:
Columbus Day on the 12th
and Halloween on the 31st.
Don’t forget to tum the
clocks back one hour on
Sunday moming the 25th
when Daylight Saving Time
ends.

Scott Szala, WI1EV, was
recently promoted to the
rank of Sergeant with the
Massachusetts State Police.
Scott is active in our club as
a VE examiner and member
of the Tower Committee.

Congratulations Scott!

O;lps! Another error!
ope this one didn’t

cause anyone too much
grief. We got an E-Mail
from Hank Riley, N1LTV,
noting that his E-Mail ad-
dress listed last month in
Zero Beat’s article on bal-
loon launches was wrong.
The correct address is:

nltv@amsat.org

SEMARA's ZERO BEAT

" CLUB NOTES

f you are looking for a

way to help the club out
with a little extra some-
thing, you might consider
donating paper towels.
There always is a need for
more paper towels! We
never seem to have enough.
Please leave your donations
on the kitchen counter.

ord on the street is

that member Henry
Blanchett, W1GYL, uses
a scanner mounted inside a
big metal box for Foxhunt-
ing. The box shields the
scanner and permits sensi-
tive signal level readings.
Those that have seen the
contraption say it looks like
a giant Jack-in-the Box!

e September Tech-
Talk was an overview
of the Internet by Tim
Smith, N1IBTQ. Over 20
people attended! Tim ex-
plained the “nuts and bolts”
about how the Intemet
works. He also showed
pictures of various Internet
sites he visited in his line of
work. The pictures helped
you get an idea of what
makes up the Internet, and
how complex it actually is.
Thanks, Tim, for the great
Tech-Talk!
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TIM SMITH, N1BTQ BREAKS FOXHUNT RECORD!

im Smith, NIBTQ, won the September foxhunt in the record breaking time of 10 minutes!
(Several hunters notedithe GPS setup and other “goodies™:Fim had in his truck. However,

Tim claims they had natigagto do with direction finding ..) . Fimabettered the previous record of
15 minutes held sincede$pSpring by Bill, WAIFYF. Thedexisvas last month’s winner Steve
Saunders, N1ZGX, withikMiek riding along as sidekick. .Beyddiiithey pick a neat spot to hide!
They had several hunterggming in circles! Second placeswentda#enry, W1GYL; Third place
to Chris, N1ZPI; FortisdbEEd, KA1AW & Bill, NIETY&8Kita; Fifth place to Marty,
KA1YFV & Bill, WAYFYE; Sixth to Bill, K1IBR, anddasishasnot least Seventh place to the
“TEAM” of Manny, N1JVK, Rick, NIRFI, Ed, NIXTT,addGil, NNIMWG. The hunt was
over by 8:00 pm thanks to the many hints that Steve, who was very hungry, gave out in the course
of the evening. As usual, following the hunt the gang met at Friendly’s in North Dartmouth for
sandwiches, ice cream, and rag chewing.
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SEMARA FLEAMARKET A GREAT SUCCESS!

he annual SEMARA Flea-

market was held this year on
September 13th at the clubhouse.
Mother Nature cooperated by
providing us with a fine day
weatherwise. Fleamarket chair-
man Andy Reuter, WAIFNM,
did a super job of pulling this
year’s event together.

The defining feature of this
year’s fleamarket was the amount
of radio equipment donated by
members for the club table. Ac-
tually, we had so much stuff that
meeting hall chairs (three seats
each) were set up in the yard to
display the “goodies”. The club
treasury benefited greatly because
of member donations. Thank You
to all members that donated
equipment, especially Steve Spu-
lock, NIDSN, who donated sev-
eral car loads of gear to the club.

As usual, the food tent was a
very popular site. Thanks to the
“Food Service Crew,” plenty of
tasty, mouthwatering, charcoal-
grilled Hot Dogs, Hamburgers,
and Linguica sandwiches were
available.

The club ended up $604.00
to the good, thanks to the hard
work several members put into
this event. Thanks Fellows!
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LMCC “BACKING OFF”
TAKEOVER OF 440 BAND

e Land Mobile Communica-

tions Council (LMCC) is back-

ing away from their request that the

FCC reallocate the 440 band to the

Pnvate Mobile Radio Service

(PMRS) according to the American

Automobile Association (AAA), a
member of the LMCC.

The AAA doubts the FCC will
ever agree to the request for the 440
band in the face of strong support
for continued Amateur Radio pres-
ence on the band. The Amateur
Radio Service has a secondary allo-
cation in the band, which is primar-
ily allocated for federal government
use.

The LMCC backed off on its
demand that the band be reallocated
following strong support for Ama-
teur Radio from the Association of
Public Safety Communications Offi-
cials - International (APCO) and the
National Telecommunications & In-
formation Administration.  The
AAA also petitioned the LMCC not
to infringe on the amateur radio
bands.

(Compiled from The ARRL
Letter, a publication of the American
Radio League.)

Common Sense
is not so
Common.
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TECHNICAL TIPS

Soldering secrets:

1.) Use a quality solder made
from virgin metals by a known
manufacturer. A 60/40 or 63/37
tin to lead ratio is best for elec-
tronic work.

2.) Be sure the flux is a rosin core
type. Do not use solid or acid core
solders.

3.) Clean and tin all parts to be
joined. A small wire brush or
folded tinned copper braid can be
used to clean wire leads on com-
ponents. You can salvage braid
from short lengths of coax.

4.) Use only soldering irons. Use
of soldering guns leads to cold
solder joints. A 33 or 45 watt iron
is best for general work.

5.) Clean the joint when done and
check for bad soldering.

6.) Practice, practice, practice.

SEMARA’s ZERO BEAT

1998
'FLEAMARKET CALENDAR

ERKESERSEFRKEERXFRXEEKEERS

September 13 - SEMARA!
-September 19 - Forestdale Rl -
September 20 -MIT
‘\'September 20- Newtown, CT
'September 27 - Fra ‘ M
: 0ctober 9, 10 Rochester NH
* October 11 - Wallmgford, CT
‘October 18 - MIT

October 31 - Bamstable, MA
November 7 - Londonderry, NH
November 15 - Plymouth, MA

November 21 - Newton, MA

(auction)

VISIT THE SEMARA WEBSITES
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WWW.LRH.NET/SEMARA/SEMARA.HTM
MEMBERS.AOL.COM/RICABRAL/HAM/SEMARA

SEMARA OFFICERS

1998
M:Kfﬁ 2

President Richard J. Cabral, N1RFH
Vice-President Andrew Reuter, WAIFNM

Secretary Henry Blanchett, W1GYL
Treasurer John Carreiro, W1ZYV
Board of Directors:

Bradford Anselmo, N1VUF
Lawrence R. Houbre Jr., AA1FS
William M. Miller Jr., K1IBR

Trustees:

Andrew Reuter, WA1FNM- Chairman
William M. Miller Jr., K1IBR
Norman Riley, W1ATI

Frank Fonseca, WB1ASD

Martin F. Jordan, KAIYFV
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NET DIRECTORY

—-Sunday—
8am 28.375 SEMARA NET
9:30am 50225  Yankee SSB
3pm 28470 UFO
7pm 147.000+ Swap Net
— 4th Sunday —
9pm 449575 EM-ARRL
— Daily —
530pm 3.915 EM/RI NTS ssb
7&10pm 3.658 EM/RINTS cw
6:45pm 147.315+ NTS/Trivia
Tpm 146.550 SEMARANET
8pm 145.230- EM-NTS
—— Monday to Friday —
8am 14262  UFO
8pm 145.490- Weather
—— Saturday & Sunday —
8am 7.237 UFO
— Thursday —
7pm 14264 UFO
8pm  147.180+ Trivia
— Saturday —
7:30pm 3.978 UFO
1800G 14300  Coast Guard

—ARES NET —
Ist & 15th of the month
at 7:30 pm
147.000+ on the 1st
145.490- on the 15th

SEMARA EVENT CALENDAR

OCTOBER 1998

1 - Business Meeting, 7:00 pm
8 - 2 Meter Foxhunt (@ clubhouse, 7:00 pm

15 - Tech-Talk, 7:00 pm - “Baluns”
by Bill Miller, KIIBR

19 - Instructors Meeting, 7:00 pm

26 - BOD Mesting @ clubhouse, 7:00 pm

NOVEMBER 1998
5 - Business Mescting, 7:00 pm
7 - VE Session, 10:30 am
12 - 2 Meter Foxhunt @ clubhouse, 7:00 pm

16 - Instructors Mesting, 7:00 pm
ARES Mesting, 7:30 pm

- Tech-Talk, 7:00 pm - SWR Video

Coffee Hour at the clubhouse every Sunday at 9:00 am
Drop by and ragchewt!




LOCAL REPEATER DIRECTORY

Frequency ~ CTCSS  Cali Location Frequency = CTCSS  Call Location
144 440
145.150 - WAIDGW Fall River 441.400 + 1928 WGIU Assonet
145.49Q - KAIWBF Fairhaven 442200 + NINRL Fall River
146.445 +1Mhz 91.5 KB1BWN Dartmouth 442 350 + 1413 NIQWW New Bedford
146.655 - 88.5 WA1GPO Falmouth 442.600 + 100.0 KI1LIQ Tiverton, RI
146.685 - NIOEG Plymouth 443.450 + 88.5 KIMYL Westport
146.700 - KICR Cranston, RI 443.600 + NSIN Norwell
147.000 + WIAEC Dartmouth 443 .800 + 88.5 NIRFH Dartmouth
147.045 + WAIAIC Yarmouth 443.850 + 131.8 WIARM Chatham
147.135 + 67.0 NDIN Taunton 444.250 + 141.3  WAIGPO Falmouth
147.180 + 770 NI1FDX Bridgewater 444 550 + NIFDX Bridgewater
147315+ 156.7 NIBBT Wareham 447.075 - NI1DZD Kingston
220
224340 - Nl SGK DeImlS NAME THAT CIRCUIT ANSWER: 1119

Please support these fine sponsors of our newsletter

Will your dog

Do you walk your dog or does he walk
Solve your

put when told or come when cal
, come to class.

Beginnars: 6:30 PM, Advanced:T:20 PM, Open & Utility 8:30 PM
Len Gadomski, Tainer for more info: 508 995-0A%

Directions: From mmmmnsmmmummmmmaaa
and tumn right. After the first intarsection, we're 12 miis down tha road on the isft.

E(/b Cappuccine Bagts
% Nourmel cMuyfins
Expresso Cream (heeses

Loston Coffee & LBagel

122 Allen Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
(508) 992-3064

Hlo sewing fine dele lunches

54 Donald Street, PO Box 80007
South Dartmouth, MA 02748
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